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EDITORIAL 

Some time ago a few members mentioned to me that it would be a nice idea to 
introduce a few articles on other insect groups to broaden the knowledge of our 
members. Talks on other insect groups have proved very popular at our annual 
conferences. Quite a few of our members are interested in beetles, and in 
particular the collecting of Fruit Chafers (Scarabaeidae: Cetoniinae). This interest 
has been heightened by the publication, in 1992, of the excellent book Fruit 
chafers of Southern Africa by Holm and Marais. So when Andre Marais sent us 
some of his observations on these beetles I thought it would be a good time to 
introduce a new section on other insect groups. Please let me know what you 
think of this innovation. 

I have to start the year again by pleading for more contributions, remember 
Metamorphosis is only as good and as interesting as the papers you submit to it. 
My thanks to those members who have taken the trouble to send in articles and 
observations, please keep up the good work. If you do send an article, please 
look at the format of the magazine. For example, the title of your article should be 
centred, in bold capitals. Also if you have a reference, please quote it as we do in 
the Journal. It saves a lot of editing if your paper is presented in the correct 
manner. 

Finally a request from the Treasurer, Steve Woodhall, to ask you to please not 
make out the cheques for membership fees to him, but make them out to the 
Lepidopterists’ Society of Southern Africa. 

W.H. Henning 
 

 
 

Lepidochrysops wykehami male underside 
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COMMENT BY THE PRESIDENT 
 
In the last issue I discussed the building of an Information Centre at the Ruimsig 
Entomological Reserve by the Nature Club of Florida Park High School. This 
Information Centre was officially opened by the Mayor of Roodepoort on the 22nd 
January 1994. 

The opening was attended by, amongst others, representatives of the S.A. 
Nature Foundation, council members of the Lepidopterists' Society of Southern 
Africa, Chairman of the West Rand branch of the Wildlife Society of Southern 
Africa, the Director of the Transvaal Botanic Gardens and journalists ·from the 
local newspaper the Roodepoort Record . Proceedings were opened by an 
address by the current Headmaster of Florida Park High School, Mr Ian Parkin, 
followed by a few words from his predecessor, Mr Howard Harrison who helped 
initiate the project. A.s initiator of the project and President of LEPSOC I then 
gave a brief talk on the history of the reserve and the importance of butterfly 
conservation. The Mayor of Roodepoort then officially opened the Information 
Centre. 

The publicity given to the opening of the Information Centre has created quite 
a lot of interest in the Reserve and I have had several requests from people and 
groups to visit the reserve. The neighbouring Transvaal Botanic Gardens have 
informed me that they have had numerous requests to visit the reserve and they 
suggest that we should have the reserve open to visitors on at least one day a 
month, for example the first or last Sunday. This is certainly a possibility if 
members of our Society would be prepared to help. If we had 
12 volunteers each member would only have to man the reserve on one Sunday 
a year. 
Please let me know what you think. 
 

Stephen Henning 

 
 

Aloeides dentatis dentatis male upperside 
REGIONAL ROUNDUP 
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Recent collecting has been fairly slow for most collectors but not for Chris Ficq. In 
Lesotho he collected good quantities of everything that is worth catching including 
Lepidochrysops loewensteini (Swanepoel) and Torynesis pringlei Dickson. He 
has also tackled the Cape and besides many Poecilmitis species has collected 
good quantities of Argyrocupha malagrida paarlensis (Dickson) from the 
Paardeberg and cedrusmontana Dickson & Stephen from the Cedarberg and 
Skurfteberg as well as maryae Dickson & Henning. Latest information is that he is 
now in the Eastern Cape. 

Other trips undertaken over the last few months include the Zoutpansberg 
by Nolan Owen-Johnston and Alf Curle. Nolan collected a female Acraea lygus 
Druce at the Saltpan and Alf took a female Hyalites induna (Trimen) at Witflag, he 
also trapped a female Charaxes druceanus entabeni Van Someren at this locality. 
Other trips to the Saltpan by myself, Steve Woodhall and Nolan, plus others at 
various times, did not yield anything spectacular. Visits to Tubex by various 
collectors produced some Colotis celimene amina (Hewitson) and Dira jansei 
(Sweirstra) was collected by Alf at Makapansgat. 

Golden Gate was visited by various collectors during December and 
January, the new Orachrysops was found to be still quite plentiful. My trip down to 
Golden Gate included Curtis Callaghan, a member of the Society living in 
Columbia, who is currently working in Zimbabwe and my brother Stephen. We all 
went down with Steve Wood hall in his twin-cab bakkie. Our thanks to Corrie 
Pieterse who has made our visits to the Golden Gate Highlands National Park so 
pleasant. 

Several visits have also been made to the large mountains above 
Dirkiesdorp by Alf and Neville Curle and others. Some interesting specimens 
have come from these visits and these are currently being investigated. The 
Aloeides merces Henning & Henning are spectacular from this locality. 

Jon Ball from Cape Town reported an abortive attempt to collect Poecilmitis 
blencathrae Heath & Ball in the Waaihoek Mountains. After many hours of 
climbing it was found that the species had apparently come and gone a few 
weeks previously as estimated by the condition of the flowers in the habitat. 

One story I would like to tell you is about my attempts to capture the recently 
described Thestor terblanchei Henning & Henning. A couple of years ago Reinier 
Terblanche, Chris Ficq and myself had journeyed to the locality on the farm 
Mooimeisieshoek at the foot of the Korannaberg in the eastern Orange Free 
State. The three of us were crammed in the front of Reinier’s bakkie and upon 
eventually arriving at the locality found the rain petting down. It rained 
continuously all day, we collected in the rain to no avail. This was the wettest 
collecting trip I have ever been on. With these pleasant memories in mind I 
elicited the help of Steve and Nolan to help me find the elusive terblanchei which 
had only been taken twice before, in January 1991 and March 1982. The 
weekends in the middle of January were both planned and cancelled by me at the 
last minute, to the annoyance of Steve and Nolan, due to the weather. I felt overly 
sensitive about that locality and any sign of rain caused me great anxiety. At last 
we set out at the end of January, Steve, Nolan, myself, Andrew Mayer and Bill 
and Dale Steele. We went in force in order to cover as much ground as possible. 
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We arrived at the spot in glorious sunshine and after a few wrong turns obtained 
permission from the farm owner Mr Keyter. He was very interested to hear about 
the butterfly as his son and Reinier had found the original specimens. The area 
was thoroughly covered during the next five or six hours but no specimens were 
seen. The locality is in fairly flat country nestling in the "hoek" of the mountain. It 
is about 800m from the road to the base of the mountain and the area to search 
was about 200m either side of a small wet depression that runs down the centre. 
We concluded that it was not flying and departed. 

Three weeks later, in mid-February, myself, Andrew and John Joannou 
decided to try again. We eventually arrived at eleven 0 1clock after losing a tyre 
en the way down. The weather was overcast but warm. We searched the area 
without success for three hours, only the final hour being in sunshine. John had 
already returned to the car by this time concluding that terblanchei was not flying. 
At just after two o'clock Andrew and I also returned to the car and ate some lunch. 
I decided I would return to the far side to see if I could discover the foodplant of 
the Aloeides pierus (Cramer) that flew there. After following specimens for almost 
an hour without result I started to wend my way back to the car. It was now about 
three o'clock and halfway back I saw what I thought was a female pierus sitting in 
an open patch of sand. I bent over to study it and realised it was a tiny Thestor. 

I had at last found terblanchei! A second specimen was found a metre or 
two away and Andrew, who was himself on his way back to the car, was called 
over. Between us we collected eight, including a couple of females, in an area ten 
metres wide by thirty metres long. They were sitting on bare sandy ground where 
large quantities of pugnacious ants were milling around. I was bitten by a number 
of ants which climbed all over my net. If I had walked back to the car a few metres 
either side of the colony we would have felt justified in stating that terblanchei was 
not flying! Such are the foibles of butterfly collecting. We returned in triumph to 
John, who had waited by the car, and he at first refused to believe us until 
confronted with a specimen. 

If you have any stories or anecdotes please write them down and send them 
to us to publish. We are particularly interested in stories about Oom Dawid 
Swanepoel, we know there are many and would like to hear them. If you have a 
fax please use it. 

To end let me tell you of an amazing record by Annamarie Willem given to 
me recently. While collecting at the Saltpan she caught a male Belenois aurota 
(Fabricius) mating with a female Colotis danae annae (Wallengren). The pair are 
still solidly joined and under the microscope it looks just like a normal mating. 

Please let me know of your collecting activities, my phone number at home 
is (011) 768 1949 and work (011) 474 1466, Fax (011) 474 2985. I hope to hear 
from you soon. 

 
Graham Henning  
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BUTTERFLY COLLECTING IN NORTH-WESTERN TANZANIA II 
 

By Jan Kielland 
 

4916 Boroy, Norway 
 

Abstract: An extensive field trip to north-western Tanzania in which several new taxa 
were recorded for the country. Behavioural observations are made of 
numerous species belonging to, among others, the genera Epitola, Iridana 
and Pseudaletis (Lycaenidae). Mention is also made of the serious 
destruction to the Buzenya and Munene Forests, both being used as a 
source of firewood for a sugar and tea factory respectively. 

 
My 1991 field work in Minziro and other forests of Kagera Region in the north-western 
part of Tanzania brought in such an astonishing number of butterflies not previously 
recorded from that country that I was compelled to renew my Research Clearance for 
another period, by the courtesy of Tanzania National Research Council. This period 
lasted from December 1992 to the end of the next year. 

Again I had the good opportunity to borrow my friend Colin Congdon's red 
Nissan, which he calls his ·red wheels'. I had to make two trips to Tanzania as I was 
compelled to go home for three months during the summer, and return again in early 
September. Colin's African collector, Martin, was with me on both trips. In Mpanda I 
collected two of my assistants, Adam and Elias. Adam had not been with me for many 
years, but he used to be a good collector and very experienced in the bush and not 
afraid of game, nor is Elias for that matter.  

On our way to Bukoba we stayed over-night at Malagarazi, where the road 
crosses the river, and tried the butterflies there for some hours and then carried on to 
Nyakanazi where we stayed the night. The next day I drove right to Munene Forest 
where we could camp inside the forest as it had now dried up. In 1991 I could not drive 
up to the forest because there was too much water. The next day I left my collectors 
there, while I took the car to the garage in Bukoba and also arranged to obtain the 
necessary papers from the Regional Office and Forest Officer. As we were going to 
collect in forest and game reserves, we also needed permission from the Natural 
Resources Department.  

Nothing much of importance was taken in Munene Forest, so after a couple of 
days collecting we shifted our camp to site Ml in Minziro. There was also very little 
water here in comparison to last time (1991) when there were pools of water over 
large parts of the forest, and the paths leading into it were very muddy. This time all 
paths were dry from when we arrived 12th December to our departure late March.  

In spite of having collected in this forest for several months in 1991, new records 
for Tanzania kept coming in. The second day after our arrival we got eight species 
new for Tanzania! Several were Epitola species taken on the hill nearer our camp. The 
place on this hill where Elias took many Epitola last time, has been burnt after we had 
left and completely spoilt, but we discovered another part of the same hill which was 
very good indeed. Several stands were erected in the trees, up to 12 metres above 
ground, and my chaps were standing or sitting up there most of the day. Elias climbed 
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up and down like a monkey whenever he saw something interesting at a lower or 

 
UGANDA 
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higher part of the tree. How they managed without getting exhausted is beyond me. 
The most I managed was to stay up in a tree for three hours one day, and that was 
more than enough, and I only got six Epitola. The most Elias got in a day was 37 
Epitola of 11 or. 12 species and 3 lridana, in one tree! 

It is very difficult to get Epitola and lridana in perfect condition. First of all, they 
are almost continuously fighting each other when they are on the wing. Their flight is 
extremely fast and erratic, and they bash about in the net if one does not curb their 
movement quickly. The blue colour is very easily rubbed off. Therefore it is not often 
one obtains a perfect specimen, particularly of the lridana. Moreover, if the blue scales 
are rubbed, it is difficult, if not impossible, to determine the species. In the Epitola and 
also more or less the lridana, the genitalia are quite uniform and almost useless for 
determination, so that makes it even more complicated. Due to their very rapid and 
erratic flight, both Epitola and lridana are almost impossible to identify on the wing, so 
it is necessary to take as many as possible and identify them afterwards. The same is 
the case with many other genera of the smaller lycaenids, like Eresina and 
Micropentila. These, however, are easier to identify on their genitalia.  

One day we got a Pierid-like lycaenid10 metres up in a tree, which turned out to 
be Neaveia lambomi orientalis Jackson. It was fighting with an Epitola and another 
settled on the bark of a tree below a nest of Crematogaster ants, possibly a female 
laying eggs. One of the very few butterflies not so far found on the hill is Hypophytala 
vansomereni Jackson, which was taken by Martin on vegetation along the road. Elias 
was by now so familiar with the Epitola and lridana that he could tell whether a flash of 
blue passing him was an Epftola or an lridana. The lridana are small and fly so fast 
that they are difficult to see and follow with the eye. It is merely a flash of iridescent 
blue when it passes through a beam of sunlight.  

By the end of December many Papilio and Hypolimnas were emerging. Apart 
from several blue-banded species (bromius, nireus, sosia) P. nobilis Rogenhofer, P. 
Hesperus Westwood and P. rex mimetic us Rothschild were noticeable. P. nobilis 
consisted of a mixture of nobilis nobilis and ssp. cripsianus Stoneham. Male of 
Hypolimnas dinarchia grandis Rothschild, H. salmacis magnifica Rothschild and 
H. monteironis major Rothschild frequently sucked moisture from the road. Phalanta 
eurytis Doubleday and Pieris species cluttered the road in the thousands whenever 
there had been some rain. Also many danaids frequented the road, particularly D. 
formosa mercedonia Karsch which was very common, and, eventually, I got an 
Amauris inferna Butler. A. hecate Butler was not quite so rare.  
By the end of the year we drove to Kikuru Forest to our camp site MIV. Here there 
were not so many butterflies as in 1991, but instead, the mosquitoes were exceedingly 
plentiful! Not so many Anopheles, but plenty of Culex and Aedes. Mosquitoes of all 
sizes and patterns, indeed an Eldorado for people studying them! I would have been 
happier if they hadn’t been there. Even daylight they were quite aggressive, 
particularly inside the forest. In contrast to Minziro Forest at Ml, water was everywhere, 
and the greater part of Kikuru is constantly under water, even in the dry season. Adam 
was the first to obtain a skipper with an orange underside of the hindwing. To date, I 
do not know what it is. It is probably a Meza species. Later we also got it at Munene, 
Ml, MII and MV, and eventually I got a female which had the orange even more 
extended. It is not at aII common, but scattered. On our way back to Ml we stopped 
over for a few days at our camp site in Munene Forest, where we were lucky to get 
Hypolycaena kadiskos Druce and several Liptena nigromarginata Stempffer. Not many 
mosquitoes here, but some tiny gnats which are not much better.  
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After having checked at Kagere Sugar Factory in case there should be any mail 
for me (I use it as a postal address) we went to Buzenya Forest which is quite close to 
the factory. This 70 square kilometre forest has in the past been used as a source of 
firewood for the sugar factory, and is now sadly reduced to evergreen shrub and 
secondary growth. Apparently there is no part of the forest which remains intact. Of 
butterflies, non-forest species are in dominance, particularly many pierids. In all, in 
about two days collecting, I recorded 140 species in Buzenya Forest, of which only 
about 35% were more or less forest-adapted species; while in comparison, in Minziro 
Forest 80% are true forest species and in Munene 70%. Species occurring along the 
road and on open hills in the forest are included in the total for Minziro. 

Birds and other animals were almost non-existent in Buzenya. In Minziro I 
noticed five species of large primates (not including Galagos), in Buzenya none. 
Minziro is very rich in forest birds, I hardly heard or saw any in Buzenya. This low rate 
of forest fauna is certainly evidence of grave damage to the ecosystem, caused by 
exploitation. The same is now happening in Munene Forest, there at least half of it is 
still undisturbed, but if the wood cutting is not stopped soon, nothing will be left. That 
wood is going to a tea factory in Bukoba. 

At our Ml camp site we often had a late visit from the huge skipper Gretna 
balenge Holland. But each time nobody had a net ready, and he always just touched 
down and was off again at great speed, so we never managed to catch him. 

All the time at Ml and MIV we collected eggs and larva of lolaus species. 
Particularly at MIV there was a lot of Loranthaceae on the lower vegetation and it was 
easy to reach, but at Ml I presume that most of them are growing near the canopy, and 
few were within reach. However, Iolaus were plentiful on top of Epitola Hill in the 
afternoons. In all, we got six different species to pupal stage, including one Iolaphilus 
new to science. Two other species died in late larval stage. The trouble is, that several 
of the foodplants from one part of the forest were not found in other parts, so when we 
shifted camp site we had to take the foodplant with us, but this could not last for many 
days as I had no such luxury as a fridge. 
 

 
 

Epitola kamengensis female upperside 
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At the end of January I took the car to Bukoba for repair. While waiting for spare parts 
for a fore wheel shaft which was not working, we took a second safari to MIV for four 
days. There I got a Bicyclus which I had not seen before in the field, B. rhacotis 
Hewitson. Just by our camp I took a Mylothris chloris Fabricius. Typical M. agathina I 
also got near this place, but both were very rare there. 

From Kikuru we went to Karagwe District to have another try at Rumanyika 
Game Reserve. On the way there the radiator threatened to fall off, so I fastened it 
with some wire and continued happily to lzingiro Mission, close to Rumanyika. Dr 
Sonderland at the hospital there kindly invited me to stay overnight in their house, and 
the next day I left the car in the hospital's garage. Their driver took us in their Toyota 
up a very steep, rough track into the hills as far as the track went. From there we 
carried on by foot for about one and a half hours to the camp site we used on our 
previous safari. 

Actually, the Charaxes zoolina Westwood from up there is not mafugensis 
Jackson, as stated in my last article, but differs both from this and from the nominate 
race, particularly in the green form, of which we took more this time. We also got a 
number of Ch. baumanni interposita van Someren there, the same race that occurs in 
Rwanda and Uganda. 

On our way back to Minziro we stopped over for a couple of hours at Kitengure 
Cattle Range, a few kilometres west of the Head Quarters, at about 1300 m altitude. 
The best catch here was a Virachola jacksoni Talbot (it looks more like an Iolaus than 
a Deudorix). Its foodplant is Loranthaceae. 
The first day back to Ml Elias took 20 Epitola of 11 species and 3 Iridana of 2 species, 
high up in the trees. Some of the lridana fly rather early in the day, but with Epitola 
some species prefer to fly earlier than others. However, it is not often that we get any 
before 09h00 in the morning (the sun rises about 07h00 in this part of Tanzania). So 
between 08h30 and 09h00 one should be ready for them. Above all, both Iridana and 
Epitola like sun, so on cloudy days you hardly see any about, but a few rays of 
sunlight might bring them out. 

On the 17th February I left the car with a man on Minziro Hill and we set off, with 
what was needed for four days, to Bulembe, which I call MV. This is a hill reaching 
about 160 metres above the surrounding forest. The hill itself is grassland with some 
deciduous vegetation on top. From where the path starts on the foot of Minziro Hill, 
one has to walk about 5 kilometres through forest. To the north, the Uganda border is 
only about one kilometre away from the north end of the hill, and south of the hill runs 
Kagera River. It is quite an idyllic place, with a few scattered native shambas (farms) 
on the hilt side. In 1991 when I wished to go there, I had to abandon the project as the 
whole forest was flooded and we plunged into holes up to the hip. This time, on the 
other hand, it was almost dry the whole way. 

One of the locals showed us round to the other side of the hill, to a magnificent 
patch of forest, situated on the lower slope of the hill, with a water hole not far away. 
This was an ideal spot for putting up our camp, and we lost no time in doing so. I hope 
they are not going to cut down these trees which stand up to 50 metre tall. There must 
have been a lot more of it before, but fire gradually eats in on the forest, that is evident 
everywhere. The path through the forest from Minziro Hill was teeming with skippers 
and species of the Bebearia and Euryphene group. Along the forest edge, not far from 
our camp, Elias got a female Lachnocnema which I could not identify, and possibly 
could be new to science. Unfortunately, no more than the single female was obtained. 
I got a strange female Neptis which we got more of later on Epitola Hill at MI, in both 
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sexes. It belongs to the Neptis metanira complex which is in a mess, and greatly in 
need of a revision. It is to be hoped that people working on this genus will have 
success in unravelling its several mysteries. A beautiful gem which I managed to 
pounce upon was Cynandra opis bernardii Lagnel. It flies rapidly, close to the ground, 
settling briefly on sunny spots in the forest. Its blue colour flares up when passing 
through a beam of sun. They do not show up so nicely on illustrations. I managed to 
catch a second male and Martin got one, but his got damaged while he was catching 
it. Unfortunately, Martin is rather clumsy with his fingers, but he is very good in finding 
eggs and larvae of Iolaus. Diopetes violetta was first taken by Elias and later by myself 
at MII. I also got two females of another Diopetes at Bulembe. It could be a new 
species. As a whole, the collecting here at Bulembe turned out rather well, and we 
extended our stay at Bulembe for another four days, so Elias and I had to go back to 
the car for more food. 

About ten minutes’ walk away from our camp, a family from Uganda kept a few 
cattle so we could buy milk for our tea, and I even had some for making a cup of 
chocolate. It feels good to have a bit of luxury when having to live on rice and beans 
with a bit of onion (if we have any) continuously for months on end. However, rice and 
beans are very good, and I never get really tired of it, and I long for that simple fare 
while I am in Norway. I got used to simple food in the old days when walking hundreds 
of kilometres through the wilderness of Mpanda and Kigoma Districts, when it was 
important to carry as little as possible, and I was often on my own. 

On the 9th of March we returned to Kikuru Forest again to have another go. 
Amongst other things, we got a female of Teratoneura isabellae congoensis 
Stempffer. There was a pair of Giant Turaco in the bushes right beside our camp, 
eating berries. They took no notice of me while I was standing only a few metres away. 

After having stayed some days at Kikuru we again went back to Ml and Epitola 
Hill. We had by now obtained 5 species of lridana, possibly 6, all of them on the hill. 
No Iridana has so far been taken in any other place in this forest (nor Tanzania for that 
matter), but they must occur elsewhere as well, perhaps very high in the trees. Of all 
my records more than 50 species have been taken just on Epitola Hill! 580 species in 
all on that hill, most of them within a hundred square metres. We left Minziro 26th 
March, starting on the long way back to Mufindi and Dar, but first I had to repair 
something on the car again in Bukoba. 

However, we carried on the same day to Muleba Game Camp, where we arrived 
about 21h00. We were well received at the camp and served a meal, after which my 
chaps got a hut to sleep in, while I bedded down in the car. 

The next morning we drove to Biharamulo District town. After having reported at 
the Game Camp we drove back a bit and took the car through the bush to about 300-
400 metres from the road, and made our camp at a place where we could not be seen 
from the road. Butterflies were not as abundant here as we were used to from Minziro 
and other places in the north, but I was lucky enough to get a female Physcaeneura 
robertsi Kielland, a species I had described from a small series I found in the Natural 
History Museum, London, and later found myself at Nyakanazi. The original series was 
collected by F.R. Roberts at· Mwanza-Tabora as the labels say. It is interesting that in 
the areas where this specie is found, its relative P. pione Gedman does not seem to 
occur. They both occupy the same kind of habitat, open Brachystegia woodland. At 
the Malagarazi crossing, haIfway between Nyakanazi and Kigoma, P. pione is quite 
common. Another interesting species here was Alaena caissa caissa Rebel. This is 

 



March 1994 METAMORPHOSIS, VOL. 5, No. 1  
_________________________________________________________________  

11 

larger than ssp. kagera Talbot which I last time got at 1600 m attitude in Rumanyika, 
Kagera District. That colony had established itself in a rocky, open patch in the forest. 
This year I did not see any there. One day Elias saw a lion close by. He was sitting on 
a rock, making a 'smoke' when he noticed ~ movement in the grass. He stood up, in 
order to get a better view, and the lion made some annoyed noises and ran away. 
Elias knew, of course, that the worst one can do is to turn one's back to a lion and try 
to run away, so he just stood there and looked at it until the lion got uneasy and ran. 
My people from a village near Mpanda (Sibweza) are used to wild animals. That is why 
I always take my recruits from there. People there also know me from the time I used 
to run a mica mine there. The butterfly fauna here at the southern half of Kagera 
Region are totally different from the northern part, closer to Uganda. The fauna and 
flora are quite similar to the rest of western Tanzania, and very much the same as at 
Nyakanazi and further south. At Minziro I had a few captive blue-banded females of 
what probably are Ch. etheocles carpenteri, but a form with wide blue bands, not 
typical carpenteri. They laid eggs on Scutia and I had many larvae with me. However, 
further south Scutia is scarce or non-existent. I found some bushes which looked like 
Scutia down by a river, below our Biharamulo camp, But it did not seem to suit the 
larvae, so in the end all died.  

On the 31st of March we arrived at our usual camping spot at Nyakanazi, where 
we stayed for a few days. Mushrooms were plentiful in the woodland, so we had them 
every day, but butterflies were not abundant. I tried for the new Euphaedra confina 
Hecq down in the riverine forest below the camp. I did see a couple, but let them go as 
they were in a pretty worn condition. One thing which could be very irritating at 
Nyakanazi were the thousands of bees always visiting our camp site. As soon as we 
arrive, they obviously think we are there for them, and settle down and buzz all around 
us. They love the car, so when one opens a door, they think that they are invited and 
pour in. They even stay around at night so they don't need to fly to and from their hive. 
They apparently also like a ride, so when leaving, one must take care to search the 
car for stowaways. Once I almost left the road as I was suddenly stung by one. 

Our next stay was Malagarazi, but only for a day. After having tried some traps 
we set off for Mpanda early next morning. The road from Uvinza to Mpanda can best 
be described as a riverbed, but we arrived more or less intact to my favourite camping 
ground at Sabaga River, 22h30 at night. The next day we entered Mpanda. Elias had 
to go home to Sibwesa first while I waited with Martin in Mpanda. The road to Sibwesa 
was not passable so I only took him as far as I could go, and the rest he had to walk. 
Eventually Elias came back with lzidoro and we pulled out of Mpanda for a safari to 
Mweze Highland about 80 km westwards. Salumu's son Sultan came with me up to 
Mweze in order to take the car back to Mpanda as they said it was not safe to leave it 
in Mweze while we were away for a whole month. 

From Mweze we got a man to help carrying and set off on foot down to Lubalizi 
and on past Bulimba at Lake Tanganyika to Kapalamsemke Village. We took three 
days to Kapa la (as the place is shortened to) where we had to wait for two days to get 
a boat to Mukuyu at Kabogo Head, south of Kigoma . While waiting for the boat, we 
explored a riverine forest above the village. 

We arrived at 22h00 on the 23rd April in an overloaded boat; about 200 
passengers on top of tons of bags of dried fish, empty drums and casawa. I wonder 
what would have happened if we got a storm! The boat had a 55 HP outboard engine. 
The boats are locally built by the Africans there. It was quite a relief to get away from 
this overloaded thing, where you hardly could move, sitting on hard, narrow planks like 
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chickens on a perch for almost a whole day! I slept on the beach while my chaps got 
lodgings with the headman there. The next day he took us up into the hills where we 
found a convenient place to camp. 

Mukuyu with Kabogo Head consists of a large hill, rising several hundred metres 
above the shore of Lake Tanganyika . About 30 years ago this hill was covered in rich, 
evergreen forest with very large trees on the lower slopes, down to the lake shore. 
Since then people moved into it and cut down most of the forest, and all the best parts 
of it have now gone. When I first came there, people had not yet cut down everything 
of the lower parts, and these were teeming with butterflies. The Japanese scientists 
studying chimpanzees had been there just before me, and they told me the beaches 
were crowded with butterflies sucking moisture from the wet sand, and their butterfly 
traps got full of Charaxes. (Some of them collected butterflies on the side.) 

Now only small parts of the hill are forested, particularly at the northern end, 
Kabogo, where we were camping. Chimps can still be heard from time to time, even a 
leopard. I think the felling of trees was stopped by the government, otherwise there 
would have been no forest left by now. 

The soil at Mukuyu is very poor, and it is evident that as soon as the forest is 
cleared, there is not much nourishment in the soil for growing crops. There does not 
seem to be any humus at all in the forest, just hard soil with a scatter of dead leaves. It 
is amazing that people should be put to grow crops there, and to destroy forest, as 
casawa is almost the only thing they can grow, and that even is not growing at all well 
on steep hills amongst gravel and rocks. Therefore many of the original people who 
started to grow crops there have moved away, and the forest was ruined for nothing. 

We arrived at Mukuyu by the end of April which is a bit late in the season for 
butterflies. The majority of the Charaxes were very worn, and two Ch. mixtus 
tanzanicus Kielland which we got ir1 a trap were in a tattered condition, but they 
certainly were a new record for this forest. This Charaxes seems to expand its 
territory, as it suddenly turns up in places where it was not known before. Later I also 
got it at Kakungu Mountain not far from Mweze. A fairly common species at Mukuyu 
was Ch. loadice bernardiana Plantrou. 
 
 

 
 

Abisara neavei female upperside 
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We must have been just at the right time for Bematistes vestalis Felder as this was 
hovering almost everywhere in the forest, and nearly all were fresh. This race is 
closest to ssp. congoensis Le Doux. The only other forests I have taken vestalis are 
Mihumu and Kefu (Kemfu). The latter forest was exterminated many years ago, and I 
hear that Mihumu Forest is going the same way! So what is left of Mukuyu will 
probably be the only place in Tanzania B. vestalis is to be found, and it is therefore on 
the danger list in Tanzania. We stayed at Mukuyu for 12 days and recorded 245 
species. Amongst these, several had not been taken there before. In all, 35 of the 
species were Charaxes. I estimate there must be around 40 species of Charaxes, the 
same as at Kefu. We took one of the small boats down the fake to Lukoma Village. It 
was not as crowded as the other, but before we went to Lukoma we were pounced 
upon by a terrific downpour, accompanied by one of the sudden squalls which 
frequently occur on this lake. If that was not enough, our engine stopped, leaving the 
boat to heave about. Martin, who could not swim and never before this trip had been in 
a boat, thought that his last hour had arrived. However, they eventually got the engine 
going again. At Lukoma we bought food for the safari to Liwandabi Forest, below 
Kakungu Mountain where we arrived after four hour's walk. 

As almost everywhere, the forest at Kakungu Mountain used to be much more 
extensive. Contrary to Mukuyu, the soil at the foot of this mountain looks very rich, and 
indeed, the crops they grow here look very healthy. Liwandabi Forest is intact at the 
point where it climbs the mountain side. We camped in the forest at about 1200 m 
a.s.I. The top of the mountain is 1840 m. Karobwa further along the ridge is almost 
1900 m. I hoped to find Ch. xiphares Cramer in the forest on the high ridge, but 
several climbs to the top with traps produced nothing but pollux, mixtus and candiope. 
In the forest below, Charaxes were abundant and less worn than at Mukuyu. We 
frequently got Ch. mixtus tanzanicus in the traps. I had not collected in this forest 
before, so I have no means of knowing whether or not mixtus occurred here before. In 
the Kefu and Mihumu and also Ntakatta forests where I had collected numerous times 
before, now suddenly it is found in all those places. Unfortunately, at this time most 
were old worn specimens, but we got a few in good shape. I also got a small series of 
Ch. tavetensis shaba Berger and a number of black Charaxes. Nearly 260 species of 
butterflies were recorded at Kakungu in the seven days we stayed there, pointing to a 
comparatively rich fauna. This time of the year, early May, is not a good time for 
butterflies in these parts, and most species collected were in a rather poor condition. 
December to March would be considerably richer in butterflies. 
Thirty-four species of Charaxes were recorded. 
 
Mweze Mountain 
It took us three days to walk the 80 km to Mweze from Liwandabi. In the dry season 
we could have cut across over the mountain, but now the grass was high and without 
paths, so we had to return down to Lukoma and then walk around the mountain and 
up to the Lubalizi Valley. The second night we camped at the upper end of Lubalizi, 
just before the climb up to Mweze Highland. I was pretty tired when we eventually 
settled down by Mweze Forest, near the summit. I realized then, that in the old days I 
did such a trip in two days, and without being tired . Elias who is still young, likes to 
walk very fast, even with 25 kg on his back, but this time he had to wait for us several 
times. Elias, lzidoro and Martin stayed with somebody who had a maize farm close by 
the forest, while I put up my tent inside the forest. 
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The Mweze Highland, before it was settled by (mostly) refugees from Burundi, used to 
be teaming with animals, buffalo, elephant, zebra and so on. There were numerous 
shallow valleys with riverine forest every one of which carried water. Now all these 
forests are gone, except a little patch of forest on Mweze Mountain itself (1900 m). 
Even this has been reduced since I last saw it, in spite of it being declared a forest 
reserve. The rivers are also drying up and the rainfall is much less that it used to be. 

My main aim was to look for a possible Charaxes xiphares, but here also we 
failed. This does not mean it is not there, as I know that Ch. xiphares sitebe Plantrou is 
very rare. On most of my many safaris to Sitebi Mountain I did neither get it nor see it, 
even when staying for a week. There it occurs from 1600 to 2000 m a.s.I. 

At Mweze as well, most butterflies were worn. Of Charaxes I recorded 14 
species, amongst them a black Charaxes of the cedreatis group. It was quite plentiful, 
but only white-banded female forms were obtained, one with curved, the other with a 
straight forewing band, very wide bands. I took several females for breeding, and tried 
a small Acacia growing there, but we only found a single small tree after much search, 
so I expect they were using another food plant. Nor did they want to lay on it, but I got 
a few females alive to Colin Congdon in Mufindi, and he managed to get one of them 
to lay eggs on Albizia which he was growing in his garden. He got through a good 
series of both sexes, but all the females were straight-banded. The male genitalia are 
closest to those of Ch. cedreatis, but not typical (the small spines are not in a straight 
line). The forest Colotis, C. elgonensis nobilis Carcasson was quite common in the 
forest. In all, about 80 species of butterflies were recorded in that patch of forest in two 
days. 

I sent a radio call from the mission at Mweze to Mpanda to inform Sultan that we 
were back. He arrived with the car earlier than I expected, so we had to cut short our 
fieldwork and proceed to Mpanda. In Mpanda I had to weld on a connecting rod which 
threatened to fall off, but in the middle of Lake Katavi National Park it 'did' fall off in 
spite of the welding. There are no spares available for Nissan· cars at this end of 
Tanzania so one has to improvise. On an earlier occasion I tied the connecting rod up 
with a strip of tube rubber, on which I travelled a couple of thousand kilometers. On 
this occasion, I was not far from the Park Headquarters, so I got help there to take off 
the steering rod, whereupon I got a lift with a lorry back to Mpanda to Salumu's place. 
This time they welded on both sides of the connecting rod, and that brought us safely 
to Mufindi. 

 
My second trip to Tanzania the same year 
Coming out from Norway I landed in Nairobi Airport where I was met by my friend 
Steve Collins. While in Nairobi I, of course, used the opportunity to see the Museum's 
collection there and Steve's huge collection at Karen, where he and his wife Jacky 
kindly put me up for five days. 

To get from Nairobi to Mufindi in south-central Tanzania where Colin Congdon's 
Nissan was waiting for me, was a bit of a problem, but Steve kindly solved this by 
taking me right to Mufindi in his car, and that in spite of being very busy at the time. I 
picked up Colin's African collector Martin and set off to Mpanda. All the roads to 
Sumbawanga were in good condition, so towards evening I was approaching Cha la 
past Sumbawanga, and was beginning to believe we would reach Mpanda without 
trouble, when the fittings of a rear brake loosened inside the wheel and started to 
make a racket. I managed to reach Cha la Mission where they put me up for the night, 
and next morning we took out all the loose parts in the wheel, sealed off the brake 
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lead to it and pushed off to Mpanda. In Mpanda I had to look the car over for defects 
before I drove to Sibwesa village to get my collectors, Elias and lzidoro. As we got off 
late from Mpanda, we camped at our usual idyllic spot by the small river Sabaga. The 
"road" to Uvinza was, if possible, even worse than last time. The 180 km journey from 
Mpanda to Uvinza can hardly be negotiated in one day, even if one is lucky not to 
break down on the way. Past Uvinza (in my last article Uvinza was misprinted as 
"Uvinga") the road got better, so I managed to carry on to Nyakanazi, past Kibondo, 
where we arrived after 10 at night, tired and covered in red dust from the Kasulu- 
Kibondo road. Early the next morning we pushed on. Most of the way from here the 
road was surprisingly good (everything is relative). As I had all the necessary papers 
from the offices in Bokoba from my last trip, I bypassed that town and went straight to 
Kyaka where we had two debis of maize milled , and carried on to our camp site at Ml. 
Both at Kyaka bridge and the customs post beyond, they remembered the crazy 
butterfly collector, so it took no time at all with formalities. 

The forest was very dry this time, so we had to fetch water at Minziro village, 
about 3 km away. Due to the drought, there were very few butterflies to be seen inside 
the forest, likewise, along the road cutting through the forest very little was on the 
wing. A contrast to my earlier stays here, when everywhere butterflies were flying in 
abundance, and great flocks of them were sucking moisture from the road. Hundreds 
of them, if not thousands got killed by passing bicycles and the odd car. If it had not 
been for the little hill opposite the road from our camp, we would not have been able to 
get much of interest. This hill, Kere Hill, as it is locally called , I have been tempted to 
rechristen it "Epitola Hill" due to the abundance of Epitola species there. All the Epitola 
species hitherto obtained in Kagera Region occur there. I am uncertain about several, 
but more than 26 species have been taken there, possibly 29 or 30, of which two or 
more should be new to science. One of the better catches was a series of E. 
subargentia Jackson, including three females. The female was only recently 
described. The females were obtained on this safari, but males were caught earlier the 
same year. 

One day when I was walking slowly on a path in the forest, I had quite an 
amusing incident. A small monkey ( I think it was a red tail monkey ) came running 
straight towards me on the path and pivoted about only one metre before me when he 
suddenly realized what I was! 

By the end of September we had our second trip to Bulembe (MV). There are 
very few Epitola to be found in this place, but I am certain there must be a lot high up 
in the trees which stand 5flm tall. From the ground we picked up the forewings of two 
species, presumably taken by swallows, which we observed at Ml. We had not seen 
any of these on the wing there. One was E. crowleyi Sharpe, the other belonged to the 
E. cercene group, but not the commonest of them cercenoides, Holland. The only 
Epitola taken on the wing at MV is the one I call E. eliasis after my collector. He got it 
first on Epitola Hill. I am pretty certain it is new. 

After having a "bath" and a shave in two cups of water (water is a great problem 
in Minziro) I suddenly realized it was my 70th birthday! It was just a coincidence that 
the rare "bathing" day hit on my birthday! Most times on safari I seldom realize that I 
have had a birthday until many days later, but the bath and shave reminded me. 

Some of the better catches at Bulembe this time were Gamia shelleyi and 
Platylesches chamelion (P. chamelion I also got at Munene). But there were far less 
on the wing now than last time. One should find a method to get up into the trees to 
explore the canopy. A lot of species are still hiding up there. 
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On the 15th October we broke camp at Ml and left for Munene Forest. As 
mentioned before, Munene Forest is used as a source of firewood for a tea factory. 
The idea is to cut a certain species of tree which suits for firewood. However this tree 
must be abundant as only scattered trees are left standing after a section of the forest 
has been used. Most of the saplings are also damaged. The worst is, that the ground 
is littered with fallen trees and branches after the cutting, right to the edge of the 
grassland beyond. In the dry season the grassland is put fire to, and the fire continues 
right into the forest, killing what is left of trees and saplings. This time the forest had 
been burnt up to 80 to 100 m in from the edge! I took many photos of the destruction, 
but the photos do not show the real extent of the damage. 

Here at Munene the water is no big problem, as there is a big river nearby where 
we can wash clothes and fetch water for cooking. How the water is for bilharzia and 
other things, I have no idea , but time will show. 

The collecting was quite good at Munene this time. In the nine days we stayed, 
several interesting species were found and two or three were new for Tanzania. I also 
went to Kikuru Forest for two days, but very little was on the wing there, so we 
returned to Munene and then on to Ml. 

Epitola Hill was as usual: Elias got 15 and Martin 16 Epitola in two hours in the 
morning before the rain started. On the 28th October we got our first real rainy shower 
since we arrived in September. Earlier we only had a few drops. After the rain Elias got 
a Micropentila new for Tanzania, a male and two females. Some places on the hill 
were a lot of very small Philodeudorix, P. congoana Schultze (probably a race of 
diyllus Hewitson) is much smaller than the P. diyllus from Kigoma and the blue has a 
different tint. 

On the 30th October, when I looked through my collector's catch, I found to my 
delight and orange Pseudaletis in Martin's material. Unfortunately, it was rather 
damaged and he had crushed the body badly. It later developed greasing in the 
envelope, possibly due to the damaged body. He thought it was a day-flying moth, so 
was not sure if I wanted it, but luckily decided to catch it. It turned out to be 
P. ugandae Riley. A couple of days later, while standing on a rock on the hill, with the 
hillside sloping steeply below me, a white moth-like thing came floating slowly in front 
of me. You can imagine how I felt when I realised it was a huge Pseudaletis! This, a 
female, was in perfect condition, and it looks like the illustration in d'Abrera of 
P. dardanella Riley, but larger. Both Pseudaletis were taken at about 16h00. Another 
day Elias sighted another of the white species, high up in the trees, but he could not 
reach it with his long-handled net from his 10 m stand. It settled on some foliage 
where he could clearly see its tails. This was also rather late in the day. 

I felt that I had to make another try at Rumanyika in Karagwe, so the 8th 
November we left for lzingiro near Kaisha Village. A few kilometres before arrival, the 
front suspension on the left side, which had probably weakened during long rides on 
bad roads, suddenly broke with a crack. However, the car managed to carry on slowly 
to lzingiro Hospital. All the time the tyre on that side was scraping the mudguard. 
Having the car "hospitalised" for a few days while the driver ordered welding sticks 
from Karagwe, I left it in safe custody in the hospital and proceeded up into the hills 
beyond. It would take five days to get the welding sticks and do the job, so we were 
compelled to stay in the hills for that time. We saw not a single Ch. baumanni 
interposita, which used to abound! When we returned to the hospital, the car was just 
ready, and we could set off towards Minziro again. However, they had not managed to 
raise the suspension much, so the tyre scraped the mudguard in every little hole, and 
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these were plentiful. Anyway, we arrived in Ml without any more trouble, and the next 
day we had an "invasion" of bird people from Dar es Salaam and other places of 
Tanzania, with 5 cars full of people and equipment. They put up their "tent village" at 
the foot of Epitola Hill, not far from my tiny camp, so I went over there now and then to 
have a chat. If all that equipment is necessary for bird watching, I am glad that I have 
chosen entomology! At least I can move around on foot whenever necessary, but 
apparently, not bird watchers. They have to drive right up to their hunting grounds. 

I took the car to the garage in Bukoba again to shift all the bushings and try to do 
something with the front suspension. On my way back I found the car not functioning 
well at all, so I decided to start the journey to Mufindi and Dar in good time, as I did not 
want to arrive too late for my flight to Europe. Nor did I dare use the car any more for 
fetching water, so we just had to leave. But little did I know that I should take 14 days 
to reach Dar! In Bukoba I had the engine oil changed and left for Biharamulo late that 
day. The suspension in front seemed to come steadily lower, so I had to go slowly, 
and was wondering if I should be able to get the car all the way to Mufindi, particularly 
over the dreaded Uvinza road! We arrived in Kigombe Game Camp in the middle of 
the night, and waited for the morning. When I checked the oil that morning, I 
discovered that it had used a lot of oil from Bukoma, about two litres, so something 
would have to be very wrong with the piston rings! When I reached Biharamulo I got 
the car to a garage there. I was stuck in that place for five days; first waiting for the 
spare parts which had to be fetched from Mwanza. Then they put the engine together 
wrongly, so they had to do it all over again. The first night I stayed in a lodge in town, 
but a tremendous din from the discotheque kept me awake for the whole night, so the 
other days I stayed in the car at the garage which was on the outside of the town. 

Eventually the car was supposed to be ready, even the suspension was 
repaired, somewhat. We had not gone far however, before it dropped down again to 
its "favourite position", a few inches above the ground. The engine though, was all 
right, except that it was impossible to start when cold. Before the horrible road from 
Uvinza to Mpanda, there was still another chance to mend the suspension, at Kasulu. 
However, before I got there, I noted that the water temperature suddenly started to 
rise alarmingly. Stopping the car I found that a water hose to the water pump had 
cracked! I got this mended somehow by winding a strip of rubber from a tube around 
it. It still leaked a bit, so I had to stop now and then to top up water, but it did work until 
I got to Kasulu one o'clock at night. I "slept" beside the car, while my three chaps 
stayed inside it. In the morning I took the car to a German Mission garage to try and 
get the suspension mended. 

Another three days were spent in Kasulu, but they seemed to have been 
successful with the front suspension. However, when I was about to leave, the left 
front axle of the four-wheel drive came loose! A key had slipped. It took another three 
quarters of a day to get this right, but eventually we got on the way to Uvinza in the 
afternoon 4th December. We negotiated through some of the rocky places of the 
Uvinza road and on the top of a long slope I turned around to face downhill, in order to 
be able to start the car in the morning. That's what I thought. In the morning though, 
we found out that my three chaps ' were not enough to get the car started down that 
gently sloping hill. It was nothing else I could do but wait for a car to pull us (I had a 
rope). After an hour however, three fellows on bicycles came past and offered to help 
pushing. To my delight, the six of them got the car moving at a speed sufficient to get 
the engine started. Not long after, almost on top of a steep hill full of rocky outcrops, 
there was a sharp crack like a pistol shot. There behind the car lay a broken steel rod 
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which served as a spring! The suspension was down to a few inches above the 
ground again, and I had lots of rocky places and deep sand dunes to negotiate yet. I 
had merely started on it. On a Landrover one could always improvise, but not on this 
thing. I had no idea that a car could run such a long way without a spring, but then I 
did not know the Nissan. I could hardly believe it, but we did reach Mpanda, and 
without further mishaps! In Mpanda Sultan I arranged to have the two parts of the steel 
rod welded together, and that brought us in one piece to Mufindi. Something else 
happened of course. Before reaching Sumbawanga the engine stopped. I had got dirty 
diesel in Kasulu, and by now its effect started to show. Every seal was clogged up with 
dirt. I got it fixed in a garage in Sumbawanga where I also got new heater plugs, so I 
could start the engine even when cold. 

From Mufindi I got a lift to Dar with somebody there. To complete the picture, the 
car broke down in the middle of Mikumi National Park! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A Preliminary estimate of species recorded from the northern part of Kagera region 
 

Ml  M2  M3  M4  M5  Mu  Bu  Ru  TM  Totals 
Papilionidae   8   12   13   17   13   14    5   12   18      18 
Pieridae  42   30   25   30   23   29   23  29   45      47 
Satyridae  33   32   31   33   33   24   13  21   42      45   
Danaidae   9     7     7     7     6     7     7    5     9           9 
Nymphalidae       123   92   82   87   98   80   33  56 133    137 
Acraeidae 41   25   22   35   32   14     8  20   44      49 
Riodinidae   2     2     3     2     3     1     -     -     3         3 
Libytheidae   1     1     -      -     -      1     -     1     1        1 
Lycaenidae          216   78   70  103  88   93   35  42  232    246 
Hesperiidae         103   65   59    74  82   71   16  42  118    126 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
Totals              588 344  312 388 378 334 140 228 645    681 
 
 
 
Taxa new for Tanzania after January 1991 
 
Species  234 
Subspecies   40 
 
There are 11 additional species which only occur in North West Tanzania, but known 
previously. 

Apart from these, Graphium ucalegon schoutedeni berger has also been 
recorded in this part of Tanzania, but I have not come across it. 
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Abbreviations 
 
Ml Minziro, Site Ml, Bukoba District  

M2 Minziro, Site M2, Bukoba District  
M3 Minziro, Site M3, Bukoba District  
M4 Minziro, Site M4, Bukoba District  

M5 Minziro, Site M5, Bukoba District  
Mu            Muene Forest           Bukoba District  

Bu Buzenya  Forest      Bukoba District 

Ru                   Rumanyika game reserve, Karagwe District 

TM            Total species occuring in Minziro Forest 

Species which hitherto have only been found on the tiny Epitola hill and nowhere else 
in Tanzania, are distributed in the following families. 
 
Papilionidae    - 
Pieridae     1 
Satyridae     - 
Danaidae    2 
Nymphalidae    1 
Riodinidae    - 
Acraeidae    4 
Lycaenidae  45 
Hesperiidae    1 
 
Total                       54 
 

 
 

Charaxes etheocles carpenteri female upperside. 
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Localities for map 2 
 

1.  Gombe Stream National Park. 
2.  Ila gala Village 
3.  Zunuka Village 
4.  Mukuyu Forest 
5.  Mihumu (Kasikati Basin) 
6.  Helembe with Kefu (Kemfu) and Kasye Forest 
7.  Kapalamsembe Village 
8.  Mugondozi River 
9.  Mugombazi River 
10.  Ntakatta Forest 
11.  Luegele River 
12.  Mgambo Village 
13.  Kasoge Forest (Maha le Mt. National Park, Base Camp) 
14.  Mahale Mount Ridge 
15.  Lugungwizi River 
16.  Lubalizi River and Valley 
17.  Mweze Mount 
18.  Tpumba Mount 
19.  Sitebi Mount 
20.  Sambwe Mount 
21.  Kampisa River 
22.  Sifuta Mount 
23.  Nyamanzi River 
24.  Katuma Village, Katuma River 
25.  Wanzizi Hills 
26.  Misha mu 
27.  Bulimba 
28.  Lukoma Village 
29.  Kakungu Mount 
30.  Karobwa Mount 
 
Solid line with arrows = route of foot safari. 
Broken line at sea = boat trips. 
Crosses = camp sites. 
Other broken lines = indications of highland and district boundaries 
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NAMAQUALAND RE-VISITED AUGUST 1993 
 

By G. Fraser-Grant 
 

6 Cutter Close, Marina da Gama 7945 
 
In September 1992 we promised that we would "do it again next year". So there we 
were, Andre Claassens and I, heading north from Cape Town, on 19August1993. The 
sun was shining , the rains had been early and so of course were the Namaqualand 
flowers, which we were told, were now in full bloom. The butterflies just had to follow 
suit! 

We were well equipped with advice from “fundies" such as Mike Schlosz, 
Charles Wykeham and Rudi Mijburgh, my new guru and friend from Pretoria, as to just 
where we would find those elusive ones (including Myrina silenus ficedula, for which I 
have been hunting for the past three years). Each and every one of these specimens 
for a greenhorn like me, would according to Steve Woodhall, be a "primary 
experience". Rudi in particular had gone to a lot of trouble in putting pen to paper and 
had given Lis very detailed descriptions as to where and what flies in the region. 
Thank you Rudi. We were as a result imbued with a great feeling of confidence and 
although not exactly "counting our chickens" we just had that right feel. 

Our first target was Het Kruis not many kilometres north of Piketberg. Mike, we 
thought, had said at Het Kruis station cross the rail line and 1 km beyond there is a 
turn to the right. Along this road we would find Tylopaedia sardonyx peringueyi. We 
found the station. That was not very difficult, but finding the point at which to cross the 
line, that was very difficult. One hour later we realised the correct preposition was 
"after' and not "at"! Mike we did find your site. But unfortunately the insects hadn't. 
Some distance further on we collected 6 T.s.peringueyi and some Melampias huebneri 
huebneri and Tarsocera namaquensis. Never mind' there was a lot more to come. 

If we put foot to pedal we could perhaps make Clanwilliam, our camp site for the 
night, in time to spend an hour hunting. So we did and did. Here we found 
T.s.peringueyi and Argyraspodes argyraspis. 

All this meant we arrived late in the camp to find we had lost out on the good 
grass sites with electrical connections. So pitching tent on very rough veld we 
experienced our first night with gas lamps and a gas connection to the fridge. No 
hardship as tomorrow would be a field day. 

This is when the gods first left us. The next day dawned damp and very 
overcast. Hurriedly striking camp we just beat the first drizzle, which it then proceeded 
to do with great persistence. A lull conned us into stopping at .the Olifants River to 
search for Ficus trees where we were told we would surely in good weather find M. s. 
ficedula. But all we found is that you get very damp walking in the rain. There just are 
no fig trees at this spot. 

Filled with the false hopes that the further north we went the more likely we were 
to find sun, we pressed on having now decided to abandon all previous plans and 
drive until conditions improved. Through Vanrhynsdorp , Garies, Springbok, finally Port 
Nolloth. And there it was - SUN. Told you we would find it! A delightful camp site at 
McDougalls Bay. 

The next morning 21st not a sign of a cloud. Our toast the night before to the 
Sun-god had worked. Time spent in the sand dunes with very limited success. Some 
rather quick Poecilmitis trimeni finally netted with great effort, together with two 
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Aloeides nollothi. Not particularly good specimens. They must have both been out 
really early in the month. 

Back to Steinkopf with a stop in Anenous Pass picking up a single A. argyraspis 
and one Aloeides damarensis damarensis. It was here that we first experienced and 
became aware of the phenomenon of literally millions of Vanessa cardui. They were 
flying everywhere and were to be with us for the next four days. There did not appear 
to be any pattern or direction to their flight. They seemed to cross the road in any 
direction. They even got into the vehicle either through the air vents or the windows. 
They certainly added to the difficulty of our netting. They just kept getting in the way 
and generally confusing the situation. Andre had never seen the likes before. 

At Steinkopf we were told by Rudi to turn north with details on where to find 
Thestor protumnus mijburghi and Trimenia macmasteri mijburghi. We must believe we 
have been too early for the former and who knows why for the latter. No "primary 
experiences" other than one Aloeides bamptoni. 

The next two nights 21st and 22nd we spent in the caravan park at Springbok. 
Not forgetting the Sun-god. And he responded well. A sunny morning at Carolusberg 
looking for Lepidochrysops badhami but finding only a single T. s. sardonyx and some 
T. namaquensis. On to the road past the camp site east of Springbok. At last things 
improved and we collected numerous Spindasis namaqua, some Alenia namaqua and 
one lolaus bowkeri subinfuscata. 

On the same road the next day 23rd , sunny again, we repeated last year’s visit 
to Mr.Mostert’s farm. With the usual hospitality we were more than welcome to seek 
and a healthy climb up the mountain soon found us in Aloeides barklyi territory. As 
before we had to spend some time until we found their favourite hollow into which they 
would fly, circle a few times and fly out again. Strategic placing made collecting of 
these very fast fliers fairly easy. 

At lunch time we headed for Garies to establish a base for our assault on 
Hondeklipbaai and Wolfhok. On the way we stopped at potentially a very good spot for 
M. s. ficedula only to be attacked and driven off by an incredible swarm of green and 
yellow stinging flies. 

 
 

Poecilmitis kaplani male upperside 
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This plague made collecting around Garies and over half way to Hondeklipbaai 
virtually impossible, although we did each manage a Chrysoritis chrysantas near the 
cemetery at Garies. Fortunately the flies disappeared at sundown and were no worry 
in the camp. 

The 24th and on to Hondeklipbaai to seek Poecilmitis lindseyae, P.dicksoni and 
Stygionympha geraldi. We returned after a successful day with P. lindseyae, P.trimeni, 
P. perseus, P. dicksoni, Spialia diomus ferax and two Phasis thero cedarbergae. 

On the 25th we headed up Studers Pass past Wolfhok to Mr Dreyer's farm who 
kindly gave us permission to wander around. Following Rudi's detailed instructions we 
were looking for Thestor protumnus aridus, Lepidochrysops wykehami, P. kaplani, 
P. lysander and L. bacchus, all of which he had found in this area. We were not so 
lucky. After prodigious climbs and much walking we found that we had, Melampias 
huebneri steniptera, A. juana, A. arida, T. namaquensis and L. wykehami. 

Back to Garies to collect our trailer which we had left in the camp. On to 
Niewoudtville, getting late and still a long way to go but buoyed by the knowledge that 
tomorrow we would have our first Chrysoritis coetzeri. However we never seem to 
learn, for arriving late we found the caravan site full and we were turned away to the 
local rugby grounds. Here about 20-30 other latecomers were already setting up camp 
next to the most inadequate and rough ablution block we had ever seen. It was almost 
dark before we could settle down to a sundowner and the cooking of a meal. That is 
when we made the second mistake of the day. Perhaps we were too tired, but we 
forgot the Sun-god! 

The morning of the 26th dawned dull and very very overcast and cold. The tent 
was decidedly damp. There was no option but to turn back home and hope for better 
weather further south. A vain hope. A quick stop south of Bitterfontein to look for P. 
psyche and P. aridus proved this. Nothing would fly in that weather. The conditions 
were so bad that there was no sense in stopping anywhere, particularly as we only 
had the next day left for our travels. So on to Cape Town and back home. 

Although still without a single M. silenus ficedula, there had been for me at least 
12 "primary experiences" (how I love that expression) plus a most enjoyable trip with 
my great and knowledgeable companion. There is still so much to explore that I am 
sure we will do it again next year. 
 

 
 

Phasis thero cedarbergae male underside 
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A FEW DAYS IN THE LIFE OF A LAZY LEPIDOPTERIST 
 

By J . E. Terblanche, 
 

P.O. Box 255, Clarens, 9707 
 
At the beginning of this season that familiar lepidopterist's itch took hold of me. For the 
longest time I had been merely going through the motions of butterfly collecting. But 
this season - even prior to the season as such, in deep winter here in Clarens in the 
north eastern Free State, where winter deserves the adjective "deep" - my sweet sleep 
was interrupted with butterfly dreams, devastating and beautiful delusions in which 
one travels quickly to a magic spot and finds there a diversity of new butterfly species. 

There's nothing I can do about it - I have remained a lazy lepidopterist. Reality 
can't compete with my dreams, and flesh and blood has the final say in the mid-day 
heat. Whereas my fellow collectors would be collecting on top of a steep hill already, I 
would still be lingering somewhere along the foot, trying to think of ways and means to 
somehow reach the top in an easier fashion. In this way, it must be added, I have also 
experienced my share of luck, for instance when I discovered two Deloneura millari 
pupae inside a piece of bark - something I have written about in an earlier 
Metamorphosis (No. 25), when it still used to appear in the A4 format. 

But by September 1993 a psychological metamorphosis had occurred, and I 
knew that this was going to be my tum. After all, it was a matter of a few months and 
then amazing butterflies would start flying in the mountains surrounding Clarens. 

There is one spot, to be specific, just above a beautiful pinkish bare sandstone 
rock called Titanic, where a species of Merxmuellera grows more or less in profusion. 
Here my brother (Reinier Terblanche) and I kind of rediscovered, in late January 1992, 
the huge, delicate, downy, dark brown Torynesis orangica. I say "kind of' rediscovered, 
because D.A. Swanepoel's (1953) mentioned that T. orangica can be found in the hills 
surrounding Clarens, the problem being that Clarens is surrounded by a lovely 
assortment of hills of all kinds. 

Furthermore, the rare and beautiful blue, Lepidochrysops oosthuizeni, was 
collected on one of the steep southern slopes above and immediately next to Titanic 
by my brother on the same 1992 day mentioned above. Who knows what other 
treasures might be hidden in these mountains? I had a good intuition, which I 
incidentally still have, that further localities for the rare Pseudonympha paragaika will 
be discovered. And, above everything else, a new species might still be flying around 
in these mountains or some of those further to the south. 

It was with all these intuitions and expectations, plus a solid feeling of dream-like 
anticipation precisely like the feeling one f:lad when still a small boy, that the season 
ensued for me; and coinciding with this inner throb, it started raining. 

It has not stopped raining since, and it is already 10 January 1994 at the time of 
writing this article. Literally every day, with the exception of at most a handful of days, 
the sky has been cloudy in Clarens since September. We've had thunderstorms, 
prolonged drizzles, and even a new species of rain as far as I'm concerned - a 
combination of mist rolling in, lowish clouds and drizzle and, above that and piercing 
the lower cloud banks and mist with fierce flashes and thunder rumbling through the 
mountains, a huge thunderstorm hiding its awesome clouds from our sight - a three-
layered, multimorphous kind of rain. 
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In Clarens mist rolling in over Mt Horeb (immediately to the North-East of the town) is 
considered a sign of rain. During the intervals when the rain stopped, even during 
those rarer intervals when the sun burst through for a while, thick banks of 
immaculately clear mist rolled in over Mt Horeb, predicting more rain. 

In short, there has been very little opportunity to get the collecting itch out of my 
system. Today, for instance, I woke up to notice through a first floor window an 
overcast, grey sky. Up to this moment there has been a constant drizzle for the 
duration of the morning, with mist covering the low peaks of the series of Western hills 
at the foot of which Clarens lies. 

Nevertheless, the past week offered three occasions on which to go out and see 
what's flying. On two of these I was accompanied by my brother.  

The first day (January 3) took us up the Northern slope lying to the immediate 
West of Naauwpoortsnek, a slope which affords a relatively gentle climb to the T. 
orangica and L. oosthuizeni spot referred to above. We went to see whether T. 
orangica would be out, dark melanistic shapes "hop-flopping" among the 
Merxmuellera, always a breath-taking sight. They were not out yet, and the 
Stygionympha scotina of which J had encountered a profusion on an earlier occasion 
were also strangely absent. In fact, we stopped collecting and started looking for T. 
orangica pupae amongst the Merxmuellera grasses, those strange blue-wired 
creatures, always half dead. The secret of T. orangica's life cycle remains a well-kept 
one. 

Under circumstances like these, with little flying about, the lazy lepidopterist once 
again comes into his own right, because I had a magnificent day with ample 
opportunity to learn from my brother about the stunning diversity of plants to be found 
on these slopes, as well as the flying habits of L. oosthuizeni. We brought home only 
one specimen worth mentioning, namely a tuft of Merxmuellera, which we planted in a 
pot and is half-living its life here at home. 

The next day (January 4), during the morning at least, it looked like we were 
going to have splendid butterfly weather. We dropped our plans to go to Oxbow 
(Lesotho) to look for Pseudonympha penningtoni and other delightful little browns, due 
to a lack of petrol money. Instead, we decided to look around in new localities close 
by, always an exciting thing to do. Somehow, however, perhaps due to a cold, wet 
wind that sprang up as the morning progressed, we once again came back with empty 
hands. How bad a collecting day it really was, can be measured by the fact that not a 
single Pseudonympha magoides or Aeropetes tulbaghia, which normally skips about 
whenever the sun breaks through at this time of the year (the one showing that silvery 
flash against a backdrop of green grass, almost like a small fish, and the other being a 
strong and almost eccentric flyer, certainly being of eccentric size in Satyrid terms) 
could be seen. I am reminded of an A. tulbaghia which visited our garden, inquisitively 
hovering about a wine-red T-shirt I had been wearing during the last week of 
December. And that is how the days passed. My brother left for the north after we had 
planted several red -hot-pokers in our garden. After all, A. tulbaghia does not come all 
the way from the hills to town for nothing , and the least one can do is to provide some 
nectar and some red flowers for them along the way. In return the lazy lepidopterist 
can do some window collecting, so to speak - a treat not to be missed. 

On January 7 I once again climbed up the easy access slope to see whether T. 
orangica would be out, the weather being fairly good, with loose crystal-white clouds 
hovering at a good height like so many quartz rocks. On that day I had L. oosthuizeni 
on my mind, armed with my new knowiedge of their flying habits, thanks to Reinier. 
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Signs of unmistakable determination could be witnessed through my layers of 
laziness. I even made for the summit at quite a pace, something unlike me, where two 
sandstone boulders clustered with besembos (Rhus erosa - cf. Coates Palgrave, 
1984: 477) promised the possibility of a deep blue L. oosthuizeni jewel. Which is 
precisely what I found, despite the sun, the blue sky and a belt of thunderclouds 
starting to play cat and mouse. Yes, there it was, that unmistakable blue flash circling 
a besembos and then making for a higher sandstone boulder with tremendous, erratic 
speed; just like I had imagined, read, heard or perhaps even dreamed it would be. 
This time; everything was ready for a great catch, and I thought that I had learnt the 
lesson to put the lazy approach behind me for good. So then, I caught myself thinking, 
this was the secret passageway to real lepidopterism: be a busy bee! 

After a steep chase, confused with the tremendous thumping of my heart, I found 
my L. oosthuizeni resting on a slender, jagged besembos leaf, right before my very 
eyes. It was a fresh specimen and something awful was the matter; the hind-wings, 
folded together wriggling in that typical Lycaenid fashion, had a hole in them as big as 
half a moon. It must have been a bird. 

I was left with the observation only, and after scanning the Merxmuellera once 
again for T. orangica to no avail, and after the sun had won (for the time being) the 
game it was involved in, I spent the rest of the time (before it started raining again) 
looking at plants, the ones right next to me, that is - three slender light green stems, 
·each bearing a violet flame that burst into delicate flowers (three wild agapanthuses). 

I was lying in the sweet grass, making further observations on the flying habits of 
my lost, magic butterfly. Just like me, it seemed to rest for long intervals and only 
appeared whirling down the slope, completing its joyful circles, when the sun became 
truly hot. It has been raining abundantly since then. 
 
References: 
COATES PALGRAVE, K. 1984. Trees of Southern Africa (Fourth Impression). C. 

Struik Publishers, Cape Town. 
SWANEPOEL D. A. 1953 Butterflies of South Africa. Where, When and How they Fly. 

Maskew Miller Limited, Cape Town. 
 

 
 

Torynesis orangica male underside 
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A TRIP TO MALAWI 
 

By R. D. Stephen 
 

P. O. Box 5117, Wierda Park, Pretoria 0149 
 
Collecting trip to Malawi, November 1992. by Reinier Terblanche and Richard Stephen 
 
We left Pretoria later than expected and made steady progress arriving at the Messina 
caravan park in the early hours of the morning, but the weather was so good that we 
slept on the grass for a couple of hours. Pushing on across the border, we reached the 
Zim-Zam border at 4 in the morning. An hours dozing In the front seat of Rainier's 
Toyota 4 x 4 and we were crossing the river into Zambia at Chirunda before breakfast. 

That week the official exchange rate was much higher than the illegal exchange 
vendors were offering, but it ment a stop in central Lusaka at the National Bank. This 
caused a long delay as Rainier waited in queues. It was an interesting .delay. Every 
pedestrian wanted to communicate in the hope of achieving something to his or her 
advantage. I was asked for or offered (at a price) food, curios, money, clothing, jobs, 
cigarettes, baskets, sex, and watches. 

At one stage I was distracted by a heavy bang on the far side of the vehicle, and 
an agitated man rushed up to me pointing to the back of the truck: "Smoke, smoke" he 
shouted. While I was investigating he was into the cab grabbing what he could - then 
ran for it. A close look around revealed that our petrol cap had also been forcibly 
removed. 

We pulled into a garage further down the road where a man was waiting to sell 
us a petrol cap! When it arrived, we were surprised to see that it was not our own one! 
We now had 600 km to drive eastwards across Zambia over indifferent roads and 
reached the Malawi border at midnight- to find it open. So we continued the extra 100 
km to the caravan site in Blantyre, arriving at about 2 am. For the first time we erected 
the tent. 

By this stage the lack of sleep and food was becoming serious - to me. Reinier's 
endurance was astonishing and he was prepared to drive through night and day with 
only a can of cold spaghetti (shudder) to keep going. I began to feel my age!  

After the tent was up I opened my old trailer - for almost the first time. It had 
been converted into a field kitchen with gas stoves and food supply. The folding chairs 
and table were soon in use and I could sip a very very large rum and coke while a hot 
meal simmered. Stars shone down from an African sky. Life was good. 

So far, we had seen no butterflies. Huge swarms of flying termites had suicide 
against radiator and windscreen and I had picked one "long-horned" beetle in Zambia. 
The worst African drought in memory made us fear for the collecting success of the 
trip. Next day, however, our hopes rising with the sun, we drove north up the spine of 
Malawi, and stopped in the pretty town of Mzuzu high in the hills to about 40 kms west 
of the lake shore.  

A good collecting site was discovered in a deep gorge with Brachystegia 
woodlands on the steep slopes giving way to a thick strip of rain forest on the sides of 
a stream. It was ironic that the first collecting spot we found proved to be the most 
productive, even including the trips made to the Monkey Bay gallery forests and to the 
other promising areas in the neighbourhood. 
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We were fortunate with some captures, however. The magnificent Papilio pelodurus 
was flying along the stream in good numbers - seeing a dozen fly up together from the 
mud in a shady dell will remain a treasured memory. There was also a large hatch of 
Charaxes dilutus which flew fast and low over cultivated fields - looking like a fast 
pierid with apple green wings. 

New catches were Euphaedra zaddachi and the strange genus Catuna which 
only appeared along the deep-shaded paths on overcast days - often when it was 
raining. Acraea insignis was a welcome catch as I had missed it twice on the Pungwe 
river in Zimbabwe. Traps yielded fair catches of Charaxes, although it was clear the 
drought had taken its toll but I can't complain about the perfect pair of C. acuminatus 
taken in separate traps on the same day. However, the profusion of butterflies that you 
dream of, and which are always associated with far-away places (if only I could get 
there!) was absent. I tend to measure the capacity of an area by its population of 
pierids, and apart from Eurema and one solitary female N. argia which floated gently 
by while I had my arms full of traps, there were virtually none. 

After a few days we drove up to the Nyika plateau, which looks like a green bit of 
Europe lost in Africa. Smooth grassy hills with runs of forest along the streams in the 
valleys. We had permission to collect in the reserve from a ministerial level but this 
was reversed after a couple of days. By then we had taken a few bugs, including 
Lepidochrysops nyika, Uranothauma crawshayi, Lycaena abboti - (they kept landing in 
one tiny spot on a hillside) - Issoria smaragodifera, and a list of yet to be identified 
insects. 

A visit to the Chowo forest on the Zambian side of the road was interesting 
but produced only one insect of note - the Papilio jacksoni nyika - recorded originally 
by Kit Cottrell and mentioned in Giffords (page 21). 

The return to the RSA was eventful. The Toyota's alternator brushes had 
worn making the battery boil dry. We were stranded several times on lonely roads and 
recharged from truck convoys. During a breakdown in the Zimbabwe valley I walked 
round a truck into an elephant and by chance discovered a discrete herd of buffalo 
close behind my folding chair while relaxing under a tree. 

The worst breakdown was Lusaka (again) stranded after dark in a dangerous 
area south of the city notorious for armed gangs that prey on stranded tourists. I have 
lingering memories of my midnight expedition into Lusaka's shanty town on a Saturday 
night, waving three hundred rands at the revelling crowds in the unlit streets 
negotiating to buy a battery. Off the tar, potholes changed to impressive dongas tilled 
with evil smelling water and garbage. We eventually reached a service station in 
Zimbabwe with repair facilities and cruised back home. 

Various memories remain - seeing Reinier get through by phone to his 
Juanita from Malawi and turning into jelly with delight, the Malawian hospitality, the 
peaceful atmosphere that abounds in the vastness of Africa, the view of the lake from 
the highlands to the West, the friendliness of the border officials (except the South 
African), the riot when Reinier held an informal auction- to sell clothes and was 
pursued out of town by determined bargain hunters, the pleasure of getting there and 
the pleasure of getting back, the pleasure of setting and identifying new specimens. 

I'd like to do the trip again, in a good year, without time restrictions and 
taking it slower, although it is really not our region of interest. I had hoped that the rare 
butterflies in our region would be more common further north. On reflection it was a 
hard trip with limited rewards. 
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When my wife enquired about the trip I said that I had departed on my 55th birthday 
and returned three weeks later at the age of 65! 
 
Recommendations- 
 
Do not stop in Lusaka 
Do not drive through Lusaka at night or over a weekend. 
Rather go to Malawi via the Tete corridor! 
 

 
 
 

Catopsilia florella - male (bottom), female (top). 
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A NOTE ON THE HOMONYMY OF A 
ZAMBIAN BUTTERFLY (LEPIDOPTERA: LYCAENIDAE - IOLAUS) 

 
By ALAN HEATH F.R.E.S 

 
209 Ringwood Drive, Pinelands, 7405 RSA 

 
Abstract: lolaus (Argiolaus) pamae replaces the junior homonym pamelae (Heath) 
Iola us (Argiolaus) pamae nom. nov. 
 
When I originally described and figured this butterfly, I mistakenly used the unavailable 
name pamelae which was already in use within the subgenus Epamera. I now propose 
a replacement name, lolaus (Argiolaus) pamae nom. nov. for the taxon lolaus  
Argiolaus) pamelae (Heath, 1983). 

Note that this taxon was originally placed in the subgenus Philiolaus, however 
Philiolaus was subsequently placed as a synonym of Argiolaus by Heath 1985. 

The etymology remains valid, the butterfly being named after Mrs Pamela Fisher. 
The taxon is illustrated and genitalia figured in the original description. 
 
References 
 
HEATH, A. 1983. Some new and little known Lycaenidae (Lepidoptera) from Zambia. 

Arnoldia, Zimbabwe 9(10):145-164 
HEATH, A. 1985. Revision of three lolaus subgenera and descriptions of two new 

species of Lycaenidae from Zambia. Arnoldia Zimbabwe 9(18):257-266 
 

 
 

lolaus (Argiolaus) pamae – male upperside 
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LETTER FROM KNYSNA 
 

By Dave & Esmé Edge 
 

P.O. Box 2586, Kynsna 6570 
 
We moved down to Knysna from Johannesburg in September 1993 in fulfilment of a 
long held dream. From a butterfly point of view, this area is extremely rich and 
relatively underexplored. There is a tremendous variety of habitats accessible within a 
few hundred kilometres - everything from indigenous forests to arid Karroo veld. 
 
The last few months have been packed with butterfly trips both near and far (from 500 
metres to 500 km!). 
 
SEPTEMBER 
 
My first trip was to Sutherland via the Huis River Pass and Laingsburg. 
 
Huis River Pass (25th). Tarsocera cassus outeniqua were plentiful and fresh, both 
males and females. Poecilmitis henningi were also present in good numbers - nearly 
all males and devilishly difficult to catch as they are alert and fast. They like settling on 
the ground close to bushes on the sunward side but when disturbed are likely to fly 
away and not come back. Stugeta bowkeri bowkeri was seen in fair numbers flying in 
and out of and around selected bushes on the slopes of the gully. A surprise catch 
was a very early Trimenia argyroplaga which becomes prolific in late October at this 
locality. 
 
Sutherland (26th). The objective here was to locate Lepidochrysops jamesi jamesi 
but exhaustive search of the locality only yielded one slightly worn male. It was 
concluded that the butterfly must have come out 2 - 3 weeks earlier, encouraged by 
the abundant rainfall this season. 
 
OCTOBER 
 
Poor weather prevailed for much of October and it was not until the 22nd that we set 
off on another trip with our caravan in tow. 
 
Outeniqua Pass (22nd). Species taken or seen were Aloeides quickelbergi, 
Lepidochrysops robertsoni, L.oreas type, Aloeides aranda and Poecilmitis chrysaor. 
 
Swartberg Pass (23rd). The only species out in any numbers was Poecilmitis 
pyramus which was found high up on the north facing slopes playing along the base of 
large rocks. 
 
Oudtshoom (24th). This locality is 15 km south of Oudtshoorn along the northern 
flanks of a ridge. Trimenia argyroplaga were widespread in favoured spots on the 
slopes of stream gulleys. On top of the ridge an interesting form of Phasis clavum 
exhibiting some features of braueri and thero was taken. 
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Huis River Pass (25th). This time I climbed the mountain above the pass on the 
southern side of the road, and was rewarded with several female P. henningi and a 
series of blue Lepidochrysops which one can only allocate to australis. There were 
also, on the north west facing .slopes of this mountain, males and females of a form of 
P. turneri. 
 
Still Bay (26th). Lepidochrysops littoralis were on the wing before 10.00 a.m. on top of 
Vaalheuwel, since the day was hot and sunny. A few females were seen whilst the 
males were abundant. There was a huge hatch of Phasis thero - large handsome 
specimens - and P.thysbe, Pseudonympha detecta, P.chrysaor were all seen in 
numbers as well as a solitary Thestor brachycerus (Stillbay form) which is the earliest 
I've ever seen them. 
 
Back at Knysna we had been on the lookout all through October for Orachrysops 
niobe. Ernest Pringle and Jonathan Ball have found it at Brenton during the last couple 
of years. The demise of the Nature's Valley locality has now made it imperative that 
more localities are found and protected if possible. Consequently we were delighted 
on 29 October when our first O. niobe was caught. Over the next week we visited the 
locality almost every day and found the butterfly quite numerous but extremely 
localised in an area no more than 30 metres in extent. Search over a wide area in the 
vicinity did not reveal any specimens away from this spot. Interestingly none of the 
usual Orachrysops foodplants such as lndigofera have been found in the area. 
 
NOVEMBER 
 
Our next trip was to the Eastern Cape, where we stayed a few days with Ernest and 
Anne Pringle. 
 
Witmos (9th and 20th). Two visits to this locality for P.beulah did not yield even a 
glimpse of this elusive butterfly despite perfect weather conditions and signs of 
abundant recent rains. 
 
Groot Winterberg (18th). From the farm “The Hoek", where I was made most 
welcome by the Scotts, I climbed to the summit of the Groot Winterberg. On the slopes 
fringing a gully on the west face of the mountain I found the locality for A. pringlei, 
where both males and females were numerous over a small area. The occasional 
specimen was found elsewhere on the west face but that gully seems to be the best 
place. 
 
Huntly Glen (19th). Ernest took me to one of the highest points on Huntly Glen and 
then down a south west facing slope to his locality for Poecilmitis braueri. The males 
congregate in the rocky area" around a steep gully, whereas the females are more 
widespread. 
 
Kareedouw Pass (27th). Here the objective was to find the recently discovered 
subspecies of Aloeides palIida and sure enough they were there alongside the road at 
the top of the pass. I climbed to the top of the mountain out of curiosity but none were 
seen there. Sometimes more effort leads to less reward! 
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DECEMBER 
 
Early in the month the Pringles came to stay with us in Knysna on their way back from 
a collecting trip in the Langeberg area, near Grootvadersbosch. Ernest pointed out 
some likely places in the Knysna forest to look for Charaxes and we also explored 
suitable habitats for Chrysoritis cottrelli and the Poecilmitis near thysbe - an 
undescribed species from the Knysna area. 

Soon after the Pringles left, Esmé's sister and her husband arrived. Johan is a 
keen butterfly collector and we soon set off on a trip to the Karroo. 

 
Elandsberg (9th and 11th). At this locality north of Seven Weeks Poort, we gained 
permission from the farmer and drove to the top of a pass over the Elandsberg. From 
there an easy climb takes you to the summit ridge (eastern side of the road). Here we 
found L. dukei, T. tempe, T. dukei, L. australis (or swartbergensis?), P. plutus, A. juana 
but best of all Poecilmitis adonis were plentiful and fresh. The males stake out their 
territories on flat rocky areas slightly sloping westwards. The females were much more 
scarce and widespread lower down the slopes. 
 
Swaarweerberg (10th). At the top of the mountain there is a radar installation looking 
like a huge golf ball. We drove right to the top and beyond onto the southern side. 
There on the gentle rocky slopes covered with sparse grass and bossies we 
encountered Thestor pringlei - but not as plentiful or fresh as hoped for because it 
seems they came out earlier than usual this year (end of November). Timing is of the 
utmost importance with many of the Thestors! 
 
Swartberg Pass (12th and 13th). On the Prince Albert side of the pass where 
P.swanepoeli was originally discovered a few specimens were found, high up in a 
crevice in a rock face. On our way back to the top of the pass we met Mike and Pat 
Schlosz from Cape Town and told them where to catch P. pyramus. We went up the 
Teeberg ridge and were rewarded with some fresh L..swartbergensis, T. murrayi and 
C. pelias. Proceeding to the pyramus spot we met up with Mike and Pat and located 
quite a number of this lovely Poecilmitis. On the southern side of the mountain I 
caught two P. hyperion. 

On the second day I climbed the mountain on the western side of the pass and 
right at the top found L pringlei. On the way down many T dukei were flushed out of 
the grass along the trail. Meanwhile Johan had been catching a full series of P 
pyramus on the eastern side of the pass. The last catch of the day was another P 
hyperion. 

After five glorious days of fine weather it was cloudy back in Knysna. Our next 
trip was on the 16th when we accompanied Jonathan Ball to the Kammanassie 
Mountains. As we approached the mountain we could see that the summit of the 
Mannetjiesberg had been burnt. The ridge to the east had been spared and we 
resolved to explore that side. On the way up we found L. balli on the tower ridges and 
the Dingana bowkeri subspecies on a Danthonia grass covered slope below the main 
ridge. On top of the ridge there was much excitement when Jonathan netted a 
P. uranus - the first record for the Kammanassie. I then descended another south 
trending ridge and despite worsening weather conditions found P.d aphne and quite a 
few L. balli including a fresh female which I netted. Meanwhile Jonathan had found 
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that P. balli were surprisingly scarce, but lower down Johan had more luck with 
T. murrayi, L. robertsoni and L. balli. 

Many other days were spent in December trapping Charaxes in the Knysna 
forests. We caught a number of C.xiphares xiphares and C. karkloof capensis and one 
of the xiphares females laid about 30 eggs on Christmas day! Our other present that 
day was the discovery of a locality less than 500 metres from our house for 
T. brachycerus and L. ketsi. 

Both were .hatching out as we stood there despite overcast weather - although 
warm. The abundance of females of both species showed we had stumbled on a 
breeding colony – on the slope of a hill frequented by cattle! 

 
We then made a trip westwards towards Cape Town and went to the following 

localities. 
 

Riversdale vicinity (27th). Despite cool cloudy conditions caught a few P.brooksi 
tearei. 
 
Helderberg (28th). At the top found L.methymna and L. oreas junae then lower down 
caught a solitary worn T.rileyi. 
 
Paardeberg (29th). On a westward sloping rocky area with short grass below a ridge 
we found a small colony of T. rileyi but it appeared to be too late for them. 
 
Muizenberg Mountain (30th). At this locality we encountered Lepidochrysops trimeni, 
L. oreas oreas and T. yildizae - the latter not as plentiful as found in earlier years. 
 
Struys Bay (31st). We were extremely fortunate to witness a big hatch of T. rossouwi 
which were abundant on grassy areas along the ridge between the two water tanks 
above the village. 
 
JANUARY 
 
Lindsay Durham contacted us during her visit to Knysna and I took her to some of the 
local spots. My xiphares eggs have hatched and 21 larvae have been translocated 
onto bagged foodplant in our garden (!) and in the forest. 

At the niobe locality after not having seen any at all during December two were 
seen on 11 January and one on 16 January. All fresh males so the second brood must 
be starting. 

Another collector to visit us in January has been Owen Garvie from Kimberley. 
He had some success trapping Charaxes in the forest and on the 14th we went up 
from there to the Prince Alfred's Pass. Near the top we climbed a peak and found 
L. braueri, L.robertsoni, T.murrayi, P.chrysaor, A.quickelbergi, L.asteris and A.aranda. 

Another cause for excitement has been that finally a C.karkloof capensis female 
has obliged and laid about 60 eggs. Also a new locality has been discovered for 
Poecilmitis species near thysbe but more about that next time. 
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HAZARDS OF BUTTERFLY COLLECTING 
- DRIVEN OUT BY DRIVERS - 

Ghana, 1993 
 

By Torben B. Larsen 
 

358, Coldharbour Lane, London, SW9 SPL, U. K. 
 

The forests at Kibi in Ghana are among the finest survivors of one of the most 
threatened habitats in the world, the true West African rainforest. They are of especial 
beauty since they stretch over rolling hills which - with peaks of 850 metres or so - are 
higher than most in West Africa. I was very pleased that my first serious collecting trip 
as part of a five-year research project into West African butterflies was a weekend at 
Kibi - my last visit there in 1977 had been sheer delight. 

Two four-wheel drive vehicles were loaded up with two British Army majors, one 
butterfly researcher, their respective wives, an impressive amount of food and drink, 
as well as a generous supply of British Army impediments such as tarpaulins, camp 
beds, furniture and ingenious cooking devices. We were planning to sleep in the forest 
overnight. 

Kibi did not disappoint us. Though early in the season, with really good rains still 
to fall, no less than 160 species were chalked up in two days, including great rarities 
such as two beautiful swordtails (Graphium illyris and Graphium latreillanus). I also 
took a dotted border (Mylothris atewa), a species named after the very ridge on which 
we were camping. I have seen no references to this species except for the type series, 
described by Berger as recently as 1980. We did not, alas, see Papilio antimachus, 
Africa's largest butterfly, which is reputed to have been seen there. 

Darkness comes early in the rainforest, so there was time for a splendid dinner, 
drinks and talk, as well as visits to a moth-screen that, unfortunately, did not produce 
moths as well as the day had produced butterflies. Soon the army issue camp beds 
were assembled, and we retired to sleep in various corners of camp. 

I still remember how surprised I was when I first realized that in many rainforests 
it is possible to sleep undisturbed in the open, without mosquito nets to keep away the 
hordes of noxious insects that seemed to figure so prominently in books of the early 
explorers. The Kibi forests are one of those places, and soon six tired campers were 
fast asleep. Till two o'clock, that is. 

Nancy and I woke up when driver ants began to bite. The light of the full moon 
revealed that the ground beneath the camp beds was a seething mass of ants which 
had fanned out to feed, and which had only just begun to ascend the beds. One of the 
expedition cars was smothered in ants, inside as well as outside. One lucky couple 
was out of ants rang~, enjoying the privilege of seeing the rest of us in various stages 
of undress, trying to retrieve our beds and our kit while fending off as many ants as 
possible. Once fifty or so ants are biting at the same time, it becomes almost 
impossible to act rationally. We fled a few hundred metres down a forest path and 
regrouped. Nancy's shoes were left behind 

In the confusion, I volunteered to pick them up - after all, the idea of camping out 
in the open was mine, and Nancy is not a naturally outdoorsy type.  

The shoes were covered in ants, though by the time I reached the beds most of 
them had been dislodged by banging the shoes together. This had also scattered 
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Nancy's watch, earrings, necklace, and other sundries placed in the shoes, but a 
solution to that would have to wait for dawn.  

Ten minutes of mutual grooming and inspection of beds allowed us to declare an 
ant-free-zone, and we bedded down for another three hours of sleep. 

Dawn permitted us to retrieve Nancy's trinkets and revealed that the ants had 
largely departed, leaving just a hundred thousand or so clinging as an intertwined ball 
to our garbage bags. The opportunity for sweet revenge was there! Nancy was given 
the honour. Kerosene was poured over the ants. The first match fizzled out. The 
second produced a fireball large enough to singe Nancy's hair and eyebrows. It had 
been petrol, not kerosene, that I had poured over the ants, most of which survived at 
least as almost as well as Nancy. 

Ghanaians, and not just city folk, share a deep distrust of the forest as a place of 
wild animals and evil spirits. Had anyone been at Kibi. at 02.00 on Monday 8th, March 
1993, they would have been confirmed in their beliefs. 

 
 

 

 
 

The various castes of the driver ant, Dory/us helvolus (after Skaif, 1979). 
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GETTING TO KNOW MOTHS 
- OWL MOTHS, OWLETS – 

 
By Stephen Henning 

 
5 Alexandra Street, Florida, 1709, South Africa 

 
Owl moths, owlets and so on belong to the family Noctuidae (Superfamily: 
Noctuoidea). This family of small to large moths usually have monotonous brown or 
grey forewings and white or smoky hindwings. Some, however, have brightly coloured 
yellow, orange or even scarlet hindwings. Ocelli are usually present and the antennae 
are generally thread-like and simple, but some are bipectinate or dentate. The 
haustellum is usually well developed and labial palpi are porrect or erect, but 
sometimes tong and curled up over the face. The abdomen has a postspiracular 
counter-tympanal hood. 

Eggs are usually domed, with vertical ribs, and are laid singly or in clusters. The 
larvae are normally smooth and are typified by the well-known army worms and 
cutworms. Some of the caterpillars, such as those of the Plusiinae are semi-loopers, 
having lost some of the front prolegs. Most species are phytophagous but some are 
stem borers, or predaceous on Coccidae. 

This family is of considerable economic importance due to the destruction 
caused to crops and gardens by the larvae of many species. The larvae of some are 
known under their specific habits; army worms, stalk borers, bollworms, cutworms and 
occasional leaf miners. The adult moths of many species are readily attracted to 
overripe fruit, but a few of these, known as the fruit-piercing moths, have a saw-like 
haustellum with which they actually pierce tough skinned fruit like citrus. The holes left 
in the fruit give access to fungi which cause the fruit to rot. 

The Noctuidae is the largest and most successful family of moths with 15 
subfamilies and approximately 1500 species in Southern Africa. Pinhey (1975) 
discussed a number of the more important groups. Some of the important families are 
as follows. 

 
Noctuinae 
 
These are moths of rather uniform, small to medium, size with narrow forewings rather 
squared off at the outer margin. The mid- and usually the hind tibiae are spined. This 
subfamily includes many pests of cultivated crops. Characteristic species are the 
various moths which give rise to the cutworms that attack and devour plants at ground 
level. The larvae are usually grey-green with a full complement of legs and a 
cylindrical body. However, not all feed on stems at ground level as some species eat 
roots and few feed on flowers. They are usually nocturnal feeders and shelter in the 
soil or beneath debris during the day. Most species pupate in the soil. The American 
bollworm (He/iothis armigera) is one of the most polyphagous and troublesome pests 
in Southern Africa. Crops attacked include cotton, maize and citrus. There are about 
80 species belonging to 16 genera in Southern Africa. 
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Acronictinae 
 
These are small or smallish moths mostly with narrow forewings but sometimes they 
are broadly triangular. Amongst them there are the lawn caterpillars and army worms 
(Spodoptera spp., red bollworm, Diparopsis castanea), stalk borers (Various genera), 
and others of some concern to agriculturists. There are about 280 species belonging 
to 92 genera in Southern Africa. 
 
Acontiinae 
 
These are small or very small moths, many of which when at rest resemble small 
pieces of bark or debris. The white and grey species of Tarache look like bird 
droppings. Few of them are of economic significance. Certain Eublenama are known 
to feed on scale insects (Coccoidea) or other Homoptera. There are about 230 
species belonging to 51 genera in Southern Africa. 
 
Catocalinae 
 
This large subfamily is represented by medium-sized to large moths which often have 
broad, triangular forewings. The haustellum is well developed, the labial palpi are 
usually more or less erect but less prominent than in most most Ophiderinae and 
Hypesinae. The large eyes are nor hairy. The tibiae of the hind and middle legs are 
spiny, but the spines are often hidden by long hair. The undersides of the wings in 
Dugaria are clothed with silken androconial hair in the male. Dugaria and a few others 
are fruit-piercing moths. The larvae, which taper towards each end , have one or two 
pairs of ventral prolegs reduced or lost, and walk with a looping action. There are 
about 160 species belonging to 53 genera in Southern Africa. 
 
Ophiderinae 
 
These moths are somewhat like Catolinae in general appearance, but their mid-tibiae 
are not spined. The haustellum is normally well developed and the eyes are not hairy, 
the labial palpi are usually prominent and sometimes very long. The palpi may be 
upturned, porrect or, in Calpe, long and somewhat down-turned. The wings are not as 
broad as in many Catocalinae. The most important fruit-piercing moths are found in 
this subfamily, particularly the genera Serrodes, Calpe and Othreis. Many others, 
particularly Sphingomorpha are attracted to overripe fruit and fermenting liquids. In 
true fruit-piercers there are minute teeth and spines near the tip of the haustellum with 
which they work their haustellum through the skin of citrus or deciduous fruits and suck 
the juices. The first pair of prolegs is reduced in the larvae. There are about 240 
species belonging to 108 genera in Southern Africa. 
 
The other subfamilies are Heliothinae (2 genera, 11 species), Haderinae (26 genera, 
82 species), Cuculliinae (17 genera, 50 species), Euteliinae (7 genera, 33 species), 
Stictopterinae (3 genera , 7 species), Nolinae (7 genera, 24 species), Sarrothripinae 
(11 genera, 28 species), Plusiinae (10 genera, 60 species), Hypeninae (21 genera,·58 
species). 
For more information see Janse (1937), Pinhey (1975), Henning (1985) and Vári & 
Kroon (1986). 
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Rhanidophora cinctigutta (Noctuidae:Ophiderinae). 1. Male upperside. 2. Larva. 
Cyligramma latona (Noctuidae: Catocalinae). 3. Male upperside. 
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OBSERVATIONS ON TRICHOSTETHA COETZERI HOLM & MARAIS 
(SCARABAEIDAE: CETONllNAE) 

(TRUE OR DAY FLYING FRUIT CHAFERS) 
 

By A.P. (Andre) Marais 
 

P. O. Box 253, Bellville 7535 
 

Abstract. Variation found within the population of Trichostetha coetzeri Holm & Marais 
(Scarabaeidae: Centoniinae) is noted and observations were made on their behaviour 
and habitat. 
 
This rare species is most probably a montane relict, from the Sutherland area in the 
Cape Province, with very limited distribution. 

The species was discovered by Dr. Izak Coetzer at the "Observatory" in 
Sutherland on the 8th November 1981. 

Very little is known about this species, and therefore my wife and I decided to 
undertake a collecting trip to Sutherland from the 15th October 1993 until the 30th 
October 1993, with our sole objective to collect some specimens as well as observe 
the habitat and behaviour of the species. 

The genus Trichostetha Burmeister is normally associated with protea species, 
and as none of the large protea species occur in that area , the species seems to 
adapt to other plants, although large protea spp. may have occurred in that area in the 
past. 

The type series was collected on Rhus incisa L. shrubs. 
According to Holm & Marais, 1992: 159 this species undoubtedly derives from an 

ancestor near T. fascicularis (Linnaeus) but can be distinguished from it by its different 
coloration- shorter elytra; coarser pronota I sculpture; longer distal outer spine on 
mesotibia; different mesmetasternal projection; and by its aedeagus. 

From Saturday the 16th October 1993 until Friday the 22nd October 1993, we 
worked very hard each day trying to discover a new spot on the surrounding 
mountains at Sutherland, including the mountain at the "Observatory" which is the type 
locality. 

During these seven days, we only managed to catch 7 specimens, but we stayed 
positive and we were convinced , as always, that we would find another spot. 

Before I continue any further, I must at this stage mention something about the 
"strange" behaviour of this beetle. 

It seems that they only appear a day or two (like the lchnestoma species) after 
good rains. They then only fly around for a day or two before total disappearance 
again. Now, to be at Sutherland at exactly the right time and the right spot, is more 
than likely impossible. 

Anyhow, as I have mentioned before 11 we stayed positive and there was a 
good downpour on Wednesday the 20th October and to some extend on Thursday the 
21st October. 

Well to make a long story short, our efforts were rewarded when we found a new 
spot for this beetle on the Swaarweerberg mountain range near Sutherland on Friday 
the 22nd October. To our astonishment they were just flying around at an elevation of 
about 1750m. 
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The spot is about half the size of a rugby field, and although the plant Rhus incisa L. occurs 
all over the mountain range, the beetles were only to be found in this spot. 

We also made the following interesting observation about their flight pattern: - without 
any exception, they always fly down from the rocks and cliffs higher up and then follow a 
definite path down the mountain side, before turning, and then fly straight up the mountain 
again. (see sketch). 

 
 

 
 

Trichostetha coetzeri - male, dorsal view 
(after Holm & Marais) 1992) 
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We collected 22 specimens during the period 22nd October to 28th October, before 
total disappearance again. All in all we collected 29 specimens of this rare and elusive 
creature, with a lot of variations in the specimens themselves e.g.:- 
 
Completely black to greenish-black to greyish-black dorsally. 
 
 
Pronotum: 
 
− shiny and glabrous 
− with four interrupted longitudinal white stripes 
− with only two longitudinal uninterrupted white stripes at lateral margin 
 
 
Elytra 
− with numerous white to cream coloured maculae-with irregular white marks that 

appear, to be small transverse "bands" rather than "spots" 
− with a definite trace of red in a "V" shape around the scutellum, and first half of 

suture 
− with nearly no maculae 

 
 

Scutellum 
− without white spots 
− with two white spots near base 
− with reddish colour around lateral groove and apex 
 
 
 
Apart from the specimens for my own collection, some of the specimens have already 
been distributed to other collections in South Africa. 

At the Swaarweerberg we also collected! 6 specimens of the rare beetle 
Odontorrhina hispida (Olivier), and thus we can now add a new locality to the existing 
data list on this species. 

Due to the drought in Sutherland and surrounding area, there were not many 
butterflies around, although we did manage to catch a few of the relevant species 
which occur in that area . 
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